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Between 1950 and 2005, the level of urbanization increased from 29 per 
cent to 49 per cent, while global carbon emissions from fossil-fuel burning 
increased by almost 500 per cent. Indeed, scientists have reported that 
2015 was the hottest year in history by wide margin, as average 
temperature for the year was 0.75°C warmer than the global average. This 
has been attributed to increase in greenhouse emissions caused mainly by 
the burning of fossil fuels, together with the El Niño weather event which 
releases immense heat from the Pacific Ocean into the atmosphere.

With more than 50 per cent of the world’s population, cities account for 
between 60 and 80 per cent of energy consumption, and generate as much 
as 70 per cent of the human-induced greenhouse gas emissions primarily 
through the consumption of fossil fuels for energy supply and transportation.
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In a major study of this phenomenon, The Challenge of Slums, UN-Habitat 
estimated that in 2001, 924 million people, or 31.6 per cent of the total urban 
population in the world, lived in slums. The report noted that ”… the immensity of 
the challenge posed by slums is clear and daunting. Without serious and 
concerted action on the part of municipal authorities, national governments, civil 
society actors and the international community, the numbers of slum dwellers are 
likely to increase in most developing countries.”

Recent estimates provided by UN-Habitat show that the proportion of the urban 
population living in slums in the developing world decreased from 46.2 per cent in 
1990, 39.4 per cent in 2000, to 32.6 per cent in 2010 and to 29.7 per cent in 
2014. However, estimates also show that the number of slum dwellers in the 
developing world is on the increase given that over 880 million residents lived in 
slums in 2014, compared to 791 million in 2000, and 689 million in 1990.
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The reduction, then growth of inequality in the US, with a close comparison to 
Europe over time, has been traced by Thomas Piketty in his ground-breaking 
book, Capital in the Twenty-First Century. His calculations show that the level 
of inequality in the US — especially since the 1970s — has been considerably 
higher than that of Europe. Among other findings are that income inequality in 
“emerging” countries (India, Indonesia, China, South Africa, Argentina, and 
Colombia) has been rising since the 1980s, but still ranks below the level of 
the US in the period 2000-2010. While the levels of inequality across Western 
Europe have been widening since the 1980s, as reflected by the Gini 
coefficient which increased to 0.315 in 2013 compared to 0.291 in the late 
1980s, the region remains the most egalitarian in the world. 
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Inequality in Chinese cities has been exacerbated by the hukou
system (legal household registration in the city). According to one 
count, 205.6 million rural migrants (without hukou) representing about 
31 per cent of the urban population were living in Chinese cities in 
2010; this increased to 230 million in 2011. While there have been 
many changes in the situation of migrants, most operate at least in the 
semi-informal sector, and do not have the right to state-supported 
health, education or housing facilities. 
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Gated communities have been increasing rapidly in the US. In the late 1990s, a 
major study of US housing showed that 40 per cent of new homes in planned 
developments are gated in the West, the South, and southeastern parts of the 
country. It has been estimated that seven million households in the US lived in 
20,000 gated communities in 2007, with such communities emerging as the fastest 
growing housing type. Although not as widespread as in the US, a 2004 survey 
found more than 1,000 gated neighbourhoods in England, with most of these in the 
London Metropolitan area and the southeast.

In Santiago, Chile, private highways have been built, connecting exclusive quarters 
of the city, accessible only to those living in these neighbourhoods. In 2012, 
Buenos Aires had more than 400 gated developments containing 90,000 homes, 
thereby further widening the gap between the rich and the poor. Rising levels of 
crime and growing inequality have in part played a key role in rise of gated 
communities in major African cities such as Johannesburg, Lagos and Nairobi. In 
2004, Johannesburg had 300 enclosed neighbourhoods and 20 security estates.
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Needs and demand

The world’s urban population has soared from 2.6 billion (45 per 
cent of the whole) in 1995 to 3.9 billion (54 per cent) in 2014. With 
urban populations expanding at unprecedented rates since 1996, it 
is perhaps unsurprising that many cities are falling short in housing 
supply. UN-Habitat’s estimates show that there are 881 million 
people currently living in slums in developing country cities 
compared to 791 million in the year 2000 – and all the while the 
enabling approach has been in force. By 2025, it is likely that 
another 1.6 billion will require adequate, affordable housing. This 
should come as a wake-up call to governments, urging them to act 
determinedly to enable access to housing for all urban residents.
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Thank you for your attention! 

Urbanization and Development: Emerging Futures
World Cities Report 2016
United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat)
http://wcr.unhabitat.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/WCR-2016-Full-Report.pdf


